
Ask Erin: How Can I Get My Partner On Board 
with TpT?

Introduction:

Welcome to the School of Sellers podcast, a teacher business show that is short on time but big on action. Full-time, part-time

or just getting started? No matter where you are in your teacher seller journey, there’s something here for everyone, making

your online teacher business feel doable every step of the way. Here’s your host, Erin Waters.

Erin Waters:

Hello there and welcome to School of Sellers. I am your host Erin Waters and I love more than anything serving the teacher

seller community. I love being able to talk to you every single week both through this show and also in our Facebook

communities, School of Sellers and School of Sellers 101. And it’s just been such an amazing journey to get to know so many

cool people, nice people, amazingly creative, helpful, supportive people who understand the teacher seller journey. There’s

nothing quite like it. So, if you are looking for a community of people who just get it and they know what you’re going through,

then head on over to join those free Facebook communities.

But without further ado, let’s get started with today’s episode. Now a couple of months ago, I opened up an anonymous

question site where you can ask me literally under the sun as it relates to TPT, being a teacher seller, the emotional side of

things or just random questions like, I don’t know, like what’s your favorite color. You literally can ask me anything and I am

going to be picking one or two things to cover on podcast episodes. So, today we are going to cover one of those questions.

But I wanted to share the link in case you had a question that you wanted me to address on the show. So, if you want to submit

a question, the website you can go to is ErinMWaters.com/AskMe. Again, this is totally anonymous. I’m not even able to see

who submitted what. So, if you do have a question, it will be answered no strings attached on the show.

So, today’s question is kind of related to something I had shared several weeks back on the show where I did an episode that

covered a day in the life of my job as a parent, a teacher seller and everything in general. And that was a fun episode for me to

make because I mean there’s nothing easier than talking about your own life. But I also got a ton of questions and comments

from that episode, probably more than I have on any other episode. And one of the recurring themes again and again was wow,

you have an amazing husband. Like your husband is so supportive. He’s sounds like he’s so helpful. I can’t believe he does all

this stuff around the house. And to that, guys, thank you. I agree. I love him. He is amazing. It sounds too good to be true but I

can assure it’s not. He’s just as good as I make him out to be. But I have to tell you, and I would say the same thing to him. In

fact, we’ve talked about this. We both agree that it hasn’t always been this way. It hasn’t always been this easy. It hasn’t always

been this good on both sides. It hasn’t always been this understanding. And this flow of what I do during the day and what he

does during the day is something that we have worked on really, really, really hard. So I just had to make that clear because I

know sometimes when you hear other people’s situations, you’re just like oh, man, like you’re so lucky. And I agree. Yes, I

consider myself very lucky, very fortunate to have my husband. However, we work hard to get to where we are.
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So, with that being said, I’m going to read you the question that I got and then I’m going to tell you some ways that we have gotten

to the point. So, the question I got was what should I do if my husband is unsupportive and sometimes even resentful of the time I

spend working on my business. So, like I said, I hope that I never come across as someone who has this perfect life and this perfect

husband because yes, I love my life and I’m very happy. However, there have been a lot of things that we have had to do to make

this life work for us. So, if you are feeling like your partner is unsupportive or maybe the people at home just don’t understand what

you do and they might even resent the time that you spend working on your business because we know it’s a lot of time, then you

are not alone. We have all been here. I have been here. TPT is such a unique place and such a unique job to have that not many

people understand it outside of the TPT world. And that includes partners of teacher sellers and it’s not their fault. It’s something

brand new that you truly can’t understand without looking at it in several different ways and without experiencing it yourself.

So, my number one piece of advice for people who feel that their partner or family is not supportive or maybe even resentful of their

role as a teacher seller is to number one, be patient. I know it’s hard but a lot of times, those behaviors and those feelings are only

coming from not fully understanding the situations. So, sometimes it takes a sit-down, face-to-face meeting where you spell out

exactly what it is you do, why you are doing it and what the results are going to be. Because if your husband is seeing you spend all

this time on something but he’s not seeing the end result, he’s not seeing the outcome, then, of course, probably it’s hard for him to

see the big picture. So, one of the most important things that we did early on in our house was I let my husband know what I was

working on all the time, I kept him informed about different projects I was working on because I wanted him to see that I was

actually doing stuff. I wasn’t just sending him upstairs to hang out with the kids for an hour to just sit around on my couch watching

TV and eating snacks. That wasn’t what I was doing. I was working hard and I was creating stuff and I was selling it and people were

buying it. And it doesn’t matter how many people are buying your stuff. If people are buying your stuff, you have a business and you

have every right to spend time on it. But, like I said, it’s kind of a shaky ground to walk at first because it’s brand new for everybody

and there’s really no precedent for how to balance your time as a teacher seller, presumably a teacher, maybe a parent and maybe a

partner to somebody. So, it’s something that requires patience and hard work on both ends. So, like I said, sharing exactly what

you’re working on and being open and making sure that they know exactly the types of things that you have to do and what your

workload looks like helps out a lot.

But on the flipside, I also think that it’s important for us to keep valuing our partner’s work as well. So, yes, I might have a deadline

for one of my TPT projects but if I know that my husband wants to go for a run or mow the lawn or go golfing, then that takes just

as much priority as my work does in the grand scheme of figuring out our schedules. So, one thing that my husband and I did early

on was have a shared to-do list. So, we would just keep a piece of paper on the island or somewhere that was in a common area

depending on where we lived at the time and we would create our to-do list for the week. And of course, mine was always very TPT

heavy and he might not have even known what half of the things on my list meant but just being able to see the amount of things

that I had to do every week, he was like holy crap, Erin, that is a lot of stuff. And after that for a long enough time, I mean you really

start to realize as a partner this is an actual business. This is not just a hobby. They are doing legitimate things and getting

legitimate results. So, that really helped but it also helped me to be able to see what was on my husband’s plate as well.

Another interesting thing that happened in our household was that time became a very hot commodity. And I mean that when we

started having kids and I was working on TPT, we started having less time to do what we needed to do. So, we kind of started like

trading time as like a little, it was almost like our form of currency for a while. We would be very purposeful about giving each other

time and we could choose to spend that time however we wanted. So, one weekend, we would say well, hang out with the kids all

weekend but on Saturday, Billy, you get two hours to do whatever you want, Erin, you get two hours to do whatever you want. And if

I want to spend that two hours working on TPT in my office, then that’s what I get to do. And you can use that form of trading off

time anytime during the week. But I found that by giving him his own time to work on what he wanted to do or even if it was just

take a nap, that was a way of making sure that we were both getting the time that we needed in our schedules to get things done.
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Another thing that helped too especially very, very early on with my TPT journey was sharing with my husband stories of other

sellers’ success because no one starts to TPT and is successful right away. It takes time, years to build the business that you

imagine and it really helped to have other sellers who had kind of paved the way before me to share their stories with my husband.

Because I was able to show him like look, I’m not making this up. This is an actual business. You can make actual money. You can

do actual things for your future. This isn’t just some pipe dream. I’m working hard because I have my eye on the prize and I know

that I can be successful because these people were successful. And I’m not willing to give that up and I want you to take it seriously

because I take it seriously and this is an actual opportunity for our family. And really, guys, I want to say that my husband has been

100% supportive since day one because he has. There weren’t many times when he doubted my ability. However, the amount of

time that I was spending on everything has always been a constant source of frustration. Even now there will be days where I know

my husband is tired of being with the kids and I’m in my office working and I know that there’s still a little bit of resentment some

days because he’s only human.

So, I don’t want this to seem like my husband was super unsupportive in the early years because he was very supportive since day

one. But we did run into these issues where he felt like I was spending too much time and we kind of cycled back and forth for

several years between me sharing other seller stories to show him like hey, this can actually be a good thing. I can actually make

this work and be successful. Between adjusting the time thing and making sure that we had enough time in both of our schedules to

do what it is that we wanted to do. And then also, involving him in the business and telling him what I was doing, what I was

working on, what I needed to do and all the things that went into running the business because there needed to be a consistent

sense of understanding, a consistent sense of flexibility and also a consistent sense of hey, I’m serious and I want you to know that.

This isn’t just a little side thing.

TPT is hard enough as it is but it’s harder when you can’t get the support that you need to be successful. So, if you are ever looking

for an answer or advice or you just want to hang out to see what other people are saying about their own seller journeys, please join

our School of Sellers Facebook group or School of Sellers 101 if you’re just beginning this journey. We would love to have you.

Alrighty. That’s it for today. Thank you. I’ll talk to you next week.
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Welcome
to the School of Sellers

What is the School of Sellers?

Connect with the School of Sellers!

Join our community of 
teacher sellers who are 
looking to grow their 

business. This is the perfect 
place for collaboration, 

marketing advice, inspiration, 
and support.

Listen to the podcast. 
Each episode is full of 

actionable tips that make 
your teacher seller 

business feel doable.

Follow us on Instagram.
Learn more about us 
and find quick tips to 

help with your 
business!

We are a group that is committed to helping teacher 
sellers in all stages of their business. We like to provide 

tips, tools, and resources that aid in building your 
business while making it feel doable every step of the 

way.

Join our community of new 
TpT sellers to learn more 

about creating a 
successful teacher 

business from day one.

Follow us on TikTok.
A great place for mini 
tutorials and some fun 

sprinkled it.

Join us on YouTube. 
Watch podcast episodes, 

tutorials, and more!

https://www.instagram.com/school.of.sellers/
https://schoolofsellers.com/podcast/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/schoolofsellers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/schoolofsellers101
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQKo1OvjkWE4hhyeEtwekw
https://www.tiktok.com/@schoolofsellers

